Iowa State Daily (Election Special Edition 11-02-2012) by Iowa State Daily
Iowa State Daily, November 2012 Iowa State Daily, 2012
11-2-2012
Iowa State Daily (Election Special Edition
11-02-2012)
Iowa State Daily
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/iowastatedaily_2012-11
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Journalism Studies Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Iowa State Daily, 2012 at Digital Repository @ Iowa State University. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Iowa State Daily, November 2012 by an authorized administrator of Digital Repository @ Iowa State University. For more information,
please contact digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Iowa State Daily, "Iowa State Daily (Election Special Edition 11-02-2012)" (2012). Iowa State Daily, November 2012. Book 3.
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/iowastatedaily_2012-11/3
	 Friday, Nov. 2, 2012  |  Iowa State Daily  | 	ELECTION  |  1B
CY DECYDES
2012
E L E C T I O N  Scial  E D I T I O N
2B  |  ELECTION  |  Iowa State Daily  |  Friday, Nov. 2, 2012	
As Election Day creeps closer and closer, the nation’s 
younger citizens have the chance to establish a habit that 
could stay with them for the rest of their lives.
This habit is voting.
“If you develop that habit when you’re first eligible to 
vote … that’s something that’s going to carry through as you 
move on,” said Dave Peterson, professor of political science 
at Iowa State. “Once you vote, you sort of identify yourself 
as a voter. You think that’s who you are. And you sort of 
develop a mental self expectation that next time around, 
you’re going to vote again.”
Peterson also said that as history has shown, younger 
voters have not participated in voting as much as their old-
er counterparts. This is due partially to how much college 
students move, resulting in a lack of time to build voting 
habits and confusion about registration.
However, the trend may be changing.
“Starting in 2000, the rate of the youth turnout has only 
gone up,” said Caitlyn Maguire, marketing manager for 
Rock the Vote, a group that helps build awareness in young-
er voters. This higher turnout rates could be due to acces-
sibility of voting for students, she said.
“There seems to be much more of an effort to make it 
easier for students to vote on campus,” Peterson said. “One 
of the nice things about this state and this community is it 
is pretty aggressive at getting students to vote.”
The importance of the youth demographic has not been 
lost for the 2012 presidential candidates.
As examples: Obama has made a point of stopping 
to speak at college campuses while campaigning. And 
Romney purchased a promotional hashtag on Twitter the 
day of the final presidential debate.
“It’s clear that [Obama] is doing a lot [to target young 
voters],” Peterson said. “Young voters are, on social issues 
in particular, more liberal. Those attitudes are going to lead 
you to vote for Barack Obama more than Mitt Romney. … 
[Romney] is reaching out a little bit differently.”
Due to the Internet becoming such a key communica-
tion tool, candidates no longer purchase just TV time but 
also use other social media, such as Facebook and Twitter, 
to campaign as well.
In addition to finding more effective means to commu-
nicate with younger voters, candidates have also sought out 
issues that matter to them.
“The candidates are really doing their research to 
see what matters to young people,” Maguire said. “Both 
candidates opened their campaigns talking about student 
loans ... [and] both candidates are putting forward plans 
for how to create more jobs. ... They acknowledge that 
these young people are either just out of college, or they’re 
about to be out of college, and they’re nervous that they 
don’t have a job.”
This makes voting especially critical for young voters 
who are college students.
“I voted based on what’s good for my future and benefits 
that I will have in the next four years,” said Renae Meines, 
freshman in pre-graphic design. “Voting meant that I could 
Elections carry certain expecta-
tions for voters.
Voters know they will be exposed 
to numerous speeches, tons of adver-
tisements touting accomplishments 
and admonishments alike and a cer-
tain degree of television exposure 
both on nightly newscasts and in 
televised conventions and debates.
However, even when given all 
these similarities, there are bound to 
be differences. While the 2012 elec-
tion campaigns feature some familiar 
faces from 2008, voters and scholars 
have noted some marked differences.
“The election is more nega-
tive this time around,” said Dianne 
Bystrom, director of the Carrie 
Chapman Catt Center for Women 
and Politics. “It will probably be the 
most negative campaign in history.”
Bystrom said that in 2008, both 
campaigns were more positive, par-
ticularly in the case of President 
Barack Obama’s campaign. While 
both Obama and former Republican 
candidate John McCain ran their 
share of negative attack ads, the over-
all message was more positive and 
upbeat.
The content of the ads was also 
slightly different in 2008. Bystrom 
said content varies with each elec-
tion, but in 2008 many ads focused 
on the economy, a trend still seen to-
day in the 2012 cycle.
“In 2008, it was the nation that 
was tired of eight years of [George 
W.] Bush and two wars — Iraq and 
Afghanistan,” said Steffen Schmidt, 
university professor of political sci-
ence, in an email. “Also the economy 
was tanking. In 2012, the issues are 
jobs, a weak economy that is only 
slowly recovering and a black presi-
dent who is not liked or trusted by 
many voters.”
Schmidt said that in 2008, Obama 
was dynamic and exciting with his 
campaign of hope and change. The 
Republicans’ ticket of McCain and 
Sarah Palin, however, was perceived 
as old, and McCain particularly was 
tied down by a controversial running 
mate in Palin.
This time around, Schmidt said, 
Obama is perceived as tired and the 
“same old thing,” with voters being 
scared he is a big spender who has in-
creased the national deficit and debt 
instead of reducing them.
“[2012 Republican contender] 
Mitt Romney is seen as someone 
who may try a new approach on the 
economy,” Schmidt said. 
There are also differences in 
terms of the target demographics, 
with some shake-up as to what demo-
graphics favor a particular candidate.
“There is also more direct tar-
geting in this cycle,” Bystrom. 
“Particularly targeting women over 
health care issues and the economy.”
Raeann Ritland, graduate student 
in journalism and mass communi-
cation, also noticed the trend in this 
cycle targeting the female vote. 
“The first time I was able to vote 
was in 2008, and I remember the 
target audience for both campaigns 
being the young, college-age vote,” 
Ritland said. “This time the female 
vote is the target. It is a different 
target, but I am still a part of both 
groups.”
Ritland said that in 2008, she no-
ticed Obama targeted the youth vote. 
This time around, she notices both 
parties are courting the female vote. 
Schmidt said that in 2012, 
Romney has gotten more support 
from white voters than McCain in 
2008 and is also doing better than 
Obama with independent voters.
Bystrom and Schmidt echoed 
the sentiment that there are similar 
trends to 2008 in messages being dis-
seminated by each campaign.
“In 2008, the attacks against 
Obama were his lack of experi-
ence and being more of a celebrity,” 
By Lissandra.Villa 
@iowastatedaily.com
Choice
I voted based on what’s good  
for my future and benefits that  
I will have in the next four years.  
Voting meant that I could be a  
part of determining the future.”
Renae Meines, freshman in pre-graphic design
College-directed political campaigns 
emphasize impact of students’ voices 
Power 
of the 
youth vote
YOUTH VOTE.p8B >>
By Aimee.Burch 
@iowastatedaily.com
 File photos: Iowa State Daily
Barack Obama and John McCain campaign in the 2008 presidential race. Dianne Bystrom, director of the Carrie 
Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics, said the 2012 campaigns are more negative than past campaigns.
TRENDS.p8B >>
Comparison
Differences stand out 
in similar campaigns
2012 election cycle 
carries reminders 
of issues from 2008
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For the first time in most ISU students’ lives, 
they will be able to vote for the president of their 
country. 
The Obama campaign has launched inex-
haustible campaigns encouraging those who 
are eligible to vote, but exactly how the United 
States chooses a president is a little more com-
plicated than turning in a ballot.
“We’re a republic, not a democracy — you 
elect your representatives, and they do it,” 
said Charles Dobbs, professor of history. “So 
if you don’t go vote on Tuesday following the 
first Monday of November, you have no right 
to complain. The only way we can express our 
power as the people is to have a hand in electing 
representatives.”
The representatives of each state and the 
District of Columbia are represented by the U.S. 
Senate and the House of Representatives. 
Each state gets two senators and a number 
of house members based on the population of 
that state. 
The exception is the District of Columbia, 
whose number of representatives cannot ex-
ceed the state with the smallest number of rep-
resentatives, which is Wyoming with two sena-
tors and one house member.
Collectively these representatives form the 
Electoral College. It is through the electoral 
votes cast by electors, who are not senators or 
house members, the president of the United 
States is elected every four years.
“The Electoral College is a part of this broad 
series of compromises that tries and reflects 
the interests of small states and big states,” 
Dobbs said. “What’s really fascinating is the 
word ‘Electoral College’ or ‘elector’ is not in the 
Constitution. The word, no. The idea, yes.”
Valerie Hennings, adjunct assistant profes-
sor of political science and scholar-in-residence 
at the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women 
The “No Wiggins” cam-
paign in Iowa fights on with 
Election Day coming closer 
and closer.
Will Iowans vote “no” to a 
judge, or “yes”?
In the 2010 elections, three 
Iowa Supreme Court justices 
were voted not to be retained, 
making state history as the 
first time a justice had not been 
retained since the practice was 
established in Iowa in 1962.
This year, the issue of ju-
dicial retention has been re-
ignited with Justice David S. 
Wiggins on the ballot.
Wiggins and the three jus-
tices voted out in 2010 make 
up four of the seven justices 
who make same-sex marriage 
legal in Iowa with the Varnum 
v. Brien case of 2009.
As with the 2010 election, 
the campaign to oust Wiggins 
is being run by The Family 
Leader, a politically-charged 
religious organization.
In 2011, The Family Leader 
asked the remaining justices, 
including Wiggins, to resign 
their positions. However, all of 
the justices refused.
Iowans for Freedom, a 
branch project off of The 
Family Leader, launched 
a statewide tour in late 
September this year with 
speakers Rick Santorum and 
Louisiana Gov. Bob Jindal. 
The goal was to inform voters 
of the issue and persuade them 
to vote against the retention of 
Wiggins.
Greg Baker, executive di-
rector of Iowans for Freedom, 
said the group is focusing on 
convincing the voters in this 
election, rather than educating 
them. 
He said that because of 
the campaign in 2010, “people 
understand judicial retention 
and where it is on the ballot.”
Baker cited the group’s pur-
pose through the campaign as 
getting rid of an activist judge. 
He said Wiggins received 
only 63 percent approval from 
the Iowa State Bar Association, 
a group made up of the lawyers 
with whom Wiggins works.
This number is an histori-
cally low rating.
The lowest rating received 
by any other judge up for reten-
tion with Wiggins this election 
is 92 percent and with such 
low peer approval, Iowans for 
Freedom questions Wiggins’ 
reliability.
Alongside the bus tour, 
Iowans for Freedom has 
FOLLOW THE ELECTION
Fill in the number of electoral votes as each candidate wins a state
to keep track of the current election standings.
SWING STATE*
12
7
4
3
3
6
20 11
3 3
10
10
16
18
5 13
15
9
16
29
11
8
6
38
7
106
5
9
511
6
6
55
3
4
96
20
29
4VT 3
NH 4
MA 11
RI 4
CT 7
NJ 14
DE 3
MD 10
DC 3
ALABAMA
ALASKA
ARIZONA
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
COLORADO*
CONNECTICUT
DELAWARE
FLORIDA*
GEORGIA
HAWAII
IDAHO
ILLINOIS
INDIANA
IOWA*
KANSAS
KENTUCKY
LOUISIANA
MAINE
MARYLAND
MASSACHUSETTS
MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA
MISSISSIPPI
MISSOURI
MONTANA
NEBRASKA
NEVADA*
NEW HAMPSHIRE*
NEW JERSEY
NEW MEXICO
NEW YORK
NORTH CAROLINA*
NORTH DAKOTA
OHIO*
STATE OBAMA ROMNEY
OKLAHOMA
OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA
RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA
TENNESSEE
TEXAS
UTAH
VERMONT
VIRGINIA*
WASHINGTON
WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN*
WYOMING
Counting the electoral votes
Graphic: Kyle Holcombe/Iowa State Daily
Electoral College levels the playing field
By Elizabeth.Polsdofer 
@iowastatedaily.com
The Electoral College is a part of this broad series of compro-
mises that tries and reflects the interests of small states and big 
states. What’s really fascinating is the word ‘Electoral College’ or 
‘elector’ is not in the Constitution. The word, no. The idea, yes.”
Charles Dobbs, professor of history with a speciality in diplomatic history
Constitution provides idea 
for balancing states’ rights
Supreme Court
JUDICIAL RETENTION IN IOWA 
REIGNITES 2010 ELECTION ISSUES
By Tedi.Mathis 
@iowastatedaily.com
ELECTORAL.p8B >>
WIGGINS.p8B >>
Political influence 
becomes a part  
of judiciary system
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Birthday: Aug. 4, 1961
Family: Wife — Michelle Obama. Two daughters — Malia and Sasha. 
Alma mater: Occidental College, Columbia College (B.A.), Harvard Law School (J.D.) 
Occupations: Lawyer; professor; author; Illinois state senator; U.S. senator for Illinois; president of the 
United States (since 2009)
Abortion
Strongly supports abortion rights. Affordable Care Act requires employers to provide contraceptives to employees en-
rolled in employer health plans.
Gay marriage
In spring of 2012, expressed support for legal recognition of same-sex marriage, which was a reverse from positions had 
on the issue in previous campaigns. Earlier in administration, successfully led repeal of military’s ban on gays openly serv-
ing in the armed forces, known as “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” Recognizes states’ rights in deciding their own legal recognition 
of civil unions.
Immigration
Promised immigration overhaul at beginning of first term but has yet to pass any concrete bill. In June, issued directive 
allowing illegal immigrants who were brought here when they were children to be exempted from deportation. Plans to 
continue immigration overhaul push in second term.
Economy
At beginning of first term, passed $800 billion stimulus in order to help United States emerge from recession. 
Unemployment rate now stands at 7.8 percent, the same level it was when he took office, though significantly lower than a 
year ago. Pushed for American Jobs Act to help create millions of jobs throughout the country, though most of its key provi-
sions fell flat in Congress. Carried out bailout of auto industry and continued financial regulations on Wall Street. Believes 
wealthiest Americans should pay a little more in order to alleviate the burden on middle class income earners.
Energy and environment
Despite criticism from the right about lack of domestic energy exploration and expansion, all forms of energy produc-
tion have increased during Obama’s first term. Supports idea that global warming is caused by human activity, has greatly 
expanded green energy industries in the United States and has instituted many environmental regulations on various in-
dustries since taking office in order to make these industries more green. Hopes to cut U.S. oil imports in half by 2020.
Health care
Believes in working towards universal health care coverage for all Americans. Successfully passed Affordable Care 
Act during first term, which granted coverage to tens of millions of uninsured, and was upheld by the Supreme Court in 
summer 2012. Under Affordable Care Act, insurance agencies are barred from denying people coverage due to a pre-ex-
isting conditions, Medicaid will expand, tax credits will subsidize premiums, small businesses will receive help in offering 
health care plans to employees and states have option to establish insurance exchanges to help grant coverage to uninsured 
in their state.
Education
Supports the idea of states opting out of Bush-era education reform plan known as “No Child Left Behind.” Wants to 
increase Pell Grants and financial aid to college students through increased federal spending on education.
Foreign policy
Sees nuclear-armed Iran as one of the most serious threats to United States and Israel, but supports military attack 
against Iran only as a last option, opting in favor of diplomatic and economic pressure. Opposes arming Syrian rebels with 
heavy weapons and instituting no-fly-zone over the country. Withdrew American troops from Iraq and expresses contin-
ued support for 2014 withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan. Despite increased tension with Israel over its unwilling-
ness to stop building illegal settlements on Palestinian land, military cooperation has expanded and Israel has received larg-
est military aid from United States in history. Has taken China to International Court of Justice over unfair trade practices 
but has refused to identify China as a “currency manipulator.”
Barack
Obama
File photo: Kelsey Kremer/Iowa State Daily
President Barack Obama spoke to 6,000 people Aug. 28 on 
Central Campus in Ames. Obama spoke about the youth vote, 
student loans and health care, key issues in 2012 election.
Joe Biden
Birthday: Nov. 20, 1942
Family: Wife — Jill Biden, married in 1977. First wife, Nelia Biden, 
and 1-year-old daughter, Naomi, killed in car accident in 1972. Three surviving 
children — Joseph III, Hunter (with Nelia) and Ashley (with Jill).
Alma Mater: University of Delaware (B.A.), Syracuse  
University (J.D.)
Occupation: Lawyer; U.S. senator for Delaware (1973–2009); vice 
president of the United States (since 2009).
Hailing from Scranton, Pa., Joe Biden grew up in a middle class, Irish-Catholic family and attended the University of 
Delaware, where he earned his degree in history and political science. He later attended Syracuse University’s College of 
Law. In 1973, he was elected U.S. senator from Delaware and subsequently served until he became Barack Obama’s vice 
president in 2009.
During his time in the U.S. Senate, Biden served as chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Initially sup-
porting the war in Iraq, Biden eventually switched positions and sought to end the war during his last years in the Senate. 
Biden became Obama’s running mate for the 2008 presidential election and has served as vice president since 2009.
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Birthday: March 12, 1947 
Family: Wife – Ann Romney. Five sons – Taggart, Matthew, Joshua, Benjamin and Craig. 
Alma mater: Bringham Young University (B.A.), Harvard University (M.B.A., J.D.) 
Occupations: Business consultant and, later, CEO of Bain & Company; founding member of Bain Capital; 
governor of Massachusetts (2003–07).
Abortion
Opposes access to abortion except in cases of rape, incest or when the life of the mother is threatened. Believes Roe v. 
Wade should be overturned by the Supreme Court and states should decide their own abortion laws. Supports defunding 
Planned Parenthood.
Gay marriage
Believes that marriage is defined between one man and one woman. Opposes legal recognition of same-sex marriage 
and supports the idea of a constitutional amendment banning its legal status. Also opposes civil unions but leaves the op-
tion open to states to decide what level of benefits state-recognized civil unions would receive. Would not support a re-
instatement of the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.
Immigration
Supports a more expansive border fence between the United States and Mexico. Opposes education to illegal 
immigrants at both K-12 and post-secondary levels. Would allow legal recognition of illegal immigrants who serve in the 
military. Wants to establish a nationwide verification program that would punish employers who knowingly employ 
illegal immigrants.
Economy
Wants to institute lower taxes, both corporate and income, close tax loopholes, deregulate certain industries and in-
crease trade agreements in order to grow economy. Opposes many aspects of the financial regulation bill, Dodd-Frank, in 
the hopes that it will spur investment. Supports replacing jobless benefits with an unemployment savings account.
Energy and environment
Hopes the United States will become energy independent by the year 2020 through domestic exploration of coal, oil and 
natural gas including immediate approval of Keystone Pipeline and drilling on coastal shores of United States. Says effects 
and causes of global warming are not necessarily the result of human activity.
Health care
Promises immediate repeal of the Affordable Care Act. Believes states should decide their own policy in dealing with 
uninsured. Says his own plan would cover those with pre-existing conditions, though there is reservations as to the extent 
of which this would actually cover.
Education
Fundamentally believes the federal government should take a more minimized role in education and empower local 
schools to oversee their own public education systems. Supports stricter teacher evaluations and charter schools and op-
poses influence of teachers’ unions. Wants private lenders to take larger role in student aid instead of federal government.
Foreign policy
Sees a nuclear-armed Iran as one of the biggest threats to the United States and Israel, one of its closest allies, and pledg-
es to do more to ensure Iran never acquires said weapons. Wants to establish greater connections with Syrian rebel groups 
and possibly arm them in their quest to topple Bash al-Assad’s government. Believes American influence has fallen under 
President Barack Obama, and wants to take a more hard-liner approach in dealing with Russia and China, whom he la-
bels as “currency manipulators.” In recent debate with Obama, Romney supported a 2014 timetable for withdrawal of U.S. 
armed forces from Afghanistan.
Mitt
Romney
File photo: Kelsey Kremer/Iowa State Daily
Presidential candidate Mitt Romney speaks to 3,500 people  
Oct. 26 at Kinzler Construction Services in Ames. The stop 
was part of a last push in Iowa for the Romney campaign.
Paul Ryan 
Birthday: Jan. 29, 1970 
Family: Wife — Janna Ryan, married in 2000. Three children — Liza, 
Charles and Samuel. 
Alma Mater: Miami University of Ohio (B.A.) 
Occupation: U.S. congressman for Wisconsin (since 1999).
Hailing from Janesville, Wis., Ryan attended the University of Miami 
in Oxford, Ohio where he earned his degree in economics and political science. Ryan is a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from Wisconsin’s 1st District, having served since 1999. 
Known as one of the more fiscally-minded members of the Republican Party, Ryan chairs the House Budget Committee 
where he has put forth his budget plan known as the “Ryan Budget,” which calls for drastically reducing the federal deficit 
through spending cuts and overhaul of entitlement programs such as Social Security and Medicare. On social and foreign 
policy issues, Ryan shares many of the same stances that running mate Mitt Romney currently upholds.
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candidate 
profiles
Virgil 
Goode 
 
Running 
mate:  
James  
Clymer 
 
Political 
party:  
Constitution 
Party 
 
Born: Oct. 17, 1946 
 
Alma mater: University 
of Richmond (B.A.), Uni-
versity of Virginia School  
of Law (J.D.).
Military experience: 
Army National Guard 
(1969-1975)
Political experience:
Virginia State Senate 
from December 1973 to 
January 1997. U.S. House of 
Representatives from Jan. 
1997 to Jan. 2009. 
Political views:
Goode wants a balanced 
budget before the next five 
to 10 years. He said there 
will be more jobs available 
if we greatly reduce legal 
immigration and eliminate 
illegal immigration. 
Goode plans to 
completely repeal the 
Affordable Care Act, is anti-
abortion, believes marriage 
is between a man and a 
woman, and would like to 
leave public education deci-
sions to the state.
Gary 
Johnson 
Running 
mate: 
James P. Gray 
Political 
party: 
Libertarian 
Born: Jan. 1, 1953 
Alma mater: University 
of New Mexico (B.S.). 
Political experience: 
Republican governor of 
New Mexico (1995-2003). 
Political views:
Johnson wants to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act and 
reduce regulations in the 
health care industry.
He wants to stop gov-
ernment subsidies and in-
centives for energy specific 
programs, is a strong believ-
er in Second Amendment 
rights and would like to sim-
plify legal immigration for a 
stronger economy. Johnson 
believes in order to reduce 
illegal immigration, the gov-
ernment needs to legalize 
marijuana, but manage it 
like alcohol and tobacco.
Johnson believes in a 
“nation of many peoples 
and beliefs,” which includes 
accepting many religious 
views, legalizing same-
sex marriage and allowing 
women to choose to have 
an abortion up to a certain 
point in the pregnancy.
Jill 
Stein 
Running 
mate: 
Cheri 
Honkala 
Political 
party: 
Green Party 
Born: May 14, 1950 
Alma mater: Harvard 
College (1973), Harvard 
Medical School (1979). 
Political experience:
Green-Rainbow Party 
candidate for governor of 
Massachusetts in 2002, 
ran for state representative 
in 2004 for the Lexington 
District and ran again for 
governor of Massachusetts 
in 2010.
 
Political views:
Stein runs under the 
idea of a Green New Deal 
which is broken into four 
parts that include: an eco-
nomic bill of rights, green 
transition, real financial 
reform and a functioning 
democracy.
Wants to balance the 
budget by cutting military 
spending, break up “over-
sized” banks, eliminate tax 
giveaways and rewrite the 
entire tax code.
Supports same sex mar-
riage, providing tuition-
free education from kin-
dergarten through college 
and wants to provide af-
fordable health care for all 
Americans.
Gloria La 
Riva
 
Running 
mate:  
Stefanie 
Beacham 
 
Political 
party:  
Party for Socialism  
and Liberation 
 
Born: Aug. 13, 1954 
 
Alma Mater: Brandeis 
University (1972-73, ‘75) 
 
Political experience:
Candidate for U. S. 
House of Representatives, 
8th District, 2010
Candidate for U.S. 
President, 1992, 2008
Candidate for U.S. vice 
president, 1984, ‘88, ‘96, 
2000
Candidate for governor 
of California, 1994, ‘98
Candidate for mayor of 
San Francisco, 1983, ‘91 
 
Political views:
La Riva is pro-choice, 
supports same-sex mar-
riage and supports Second 
Amendment rights.
She would increase 
taxes on the rich, close all 
U.S. military bases outside 
of the country, and believes 
in a single payer health care 
system.
La Riva wants guaran-
teed free education from 
pre-K to college.
Jerry 
Litzel 
 
Running 
mate:  
Jim Litzel 
 
Political 
party:   
Nominated  
by petition  
 
Born: Feb. 7, 1946 
 
Political experience:
Litzel has previously 
ran for the Iowa House of 
Representatives in 2004.
Political views:
Litzel supports Second 
Amendment rights, would 
repeal the Affordable Care 
Act, is anti-abortion and 
does not support same-sex 
marriage.
James  
Harris 
 
Running 
mate:  
Alyson  
Kennedy 
 
Political 
party: 
Socialist 
Workers Party 
 
Born: 1948 
 
Alma mater: Cleveland 
State University, where he 
was a founding member of 
the Black Student Union. 
 
Political experience:
Presidential candidate 
for the Socialist Workers 
Party in 1996 and 2000. 
 
Political views:
Supports a federally 
funded jobs program, is 
pro-abortion rights, a 
strong advocate against the 
death penalty and has long 
been involved with black 
rights movements.
U.s. representatives
other presidential candidates
Steve King 
 
Political party: Republican 
 
Born: May 28, 1949 
 
Family: Wife —Marilyn King  
Three children, five grandchildren 
 
Alma Mater: Northwest Missouri State University (B.S.). 
 
Occupation: Started his business, King Construction,  
in 1975.  
 
Political experience:
Served as an Iowa state senator for the 6th District from 
1996 to 2002. During this time he was the chairman of the 
State Government Committee and vice chairman of the 
Oversight Budget Committee.
King became a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in 2003 for Iowa’s 5th District. As a representative, he 
has served on the Committee of Agriculture, the Committee 
of the Judiciary and the Committee on Small Business. 
 
Abortion
King is anti-abortion and voted no on allowing human 
embryonic stem cell research. 
 
Gun Control
King is a strong supporter of laws promoting individual-
ownership of guns.
Same-sex marriage
He believes marriage is between a man and a woman and 
would like to pass a constitutional amendment to define mar-
riage between one man and one woman. 
 
Agriculture and Energy
King helped to write the Food, Conservation and Energy 
Act of 2008, which is more commonly known as the Farm Bill. 
He hopes to keep his district a leader in wind energy, ethanol 
and biodiesel production. 
 
Healthcare
Would like to repeal the Affordable Care Act. Would like 
to allow purchasing of insurance across state lines to lower 
costs and add competition to the market. King would also like 
to reform the medical liability system to lower the number of 
“frivolous” lawsuits and “defense medicine.” 
 
Immigration
King does not support amnesty policies and believes 
that the United States needs a more secure border. He has 
proposed a concrete border wall he says is “cost efficient, easy 
to construct and impenetrable.” 
 
Economy
King would like a balance budget and is a strong supporter 
of private sector businesses. He would like to eliminate the 
federal income tax and replace it with a Fair Tax, which would 
be a national sales tax. King also believes that Social Security 
and Medicare are in need of reform.
Christie Vilsack 
 
Political party: Democrat 
 
Born: 1950 
 
Family:  
Husband — Tom Vilsack. Two children 
 
Alma Mater: Kirkland College in Clinton, New York. 
University of Iowa (M.J.). 
 
Occupation:
Vilsack was a middle school and high school teacher for 
18 years, teaching language arts and journalism. She taught 
for six years at Iowa Wesleyan College teaching journalism 
and English. She was also a reporter and columnist for the 
Mount Pleasant News. 
 
Political experience:
Vilsack served as Iowa’s First Lady from 1999 to 2007. 
 
Abortion
Vilsack believes in pro-abortion rights, but is a strong 
supporter of teen and unplanned pregnancy prevention 
programs.
Same-sex marriage
She is a supporter of same-sex marriage. 
 
Agriculture and energy
Vilsack supports the Farm Bill and others like it for 
Iowa’s farmers. She would like to increase land conservation 
methods that are convenient for farmers and would like to 
increase the development of new biofuels markets.
Vlisack would also like to create new programs as incen-
tives to beginning farmers and veterans. This includes tax 
credits for landowners selling land to new farmers and 
veterans as well as preferential loan programs. 
 
Health care
She supports the Affordable Care Act but would like  
to further reform it to control rising premium costs. 
Vilsack would also like to give additional tax credits 
in support of small businesses and would like to allow 
Medicare to negotiate drug prices in hopes that it lowers 
prescription drug costs. 
 
Immigration
Vilsack believes in a “path to citizenship” but also feels 
that those who have come to the United State illegally should 
“go to the back of the line and pay a fine.” 
 
Economy
Vilsack wants to improve the economy by cutting “out-of-
control” spending and to due this she says that government 
“waste, fraud and abuse” need to be taken seriously and 
controlled. To do this she would like to create permanent 
inspector generals in every federal department and “stream-
line” government databases to make them more transparent 
and efficient.
Martin James Monroe 
 
Political party: Nominated by petition 
 
Born: Aug. 12, 1958 
 
Alma Mater:  
University of South Dakota (B.A.). 
 
Occupation:
Worked one-on-one with autistic students in the Des 
Moines Public Schools in 2002. Went on to work for several 
social justice organizations between 2002 and 2008 in 
Phoenix, Arizona including being and ACLU Observer. 
 
Political experience:
Candidate for the Arizona Senate in 2008. 
 
Political views:
Monroe believes the United States needs to invest in  
a national transportation system into solar energy, he sup-
ports using more solar energy and feels that there is a prob-
lem with the current minimum wage as well as with the high  
cost of living.
He wants politicians to reveal their tax returns and stock 
holdings, disclose their office expenditures and install better 
term limits. Monroe does not believe that politicians should 
continue to raise their own pay while the minimum wage 
remains low.
Monroe is anti-abortion, and though he believes marriage 
should be between one man and one woman, he is not op-
posed to openly gay men and women serving in the military.
He would like to decrease the number of legal immigrants 
allowed into the United States and work against illegal 
immigration.
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Ty Radford Stewart 
Political party: Republican
Stewart would like to “improve the functions and services that this office provides on an 
ongoing basis.”
candidate 
profiles
iowa representatives
Eric 
Cooper 
 
Political party: 
Libertarian 
 
Alma mater: 
University of Kansas 
(B.S.), University of 
Minnesota (Ph.D.). 
 
Iowa House of  
Representatives: 45th District
 
Political experience:
Candidate for governor of  
Iowa 2010
Vice chairman, Libertarian 
Party of Iowa, 2008-present
Candidate for Iowa House of 
Representatives in 46th District, 
2004, ‘06, ‘08
Candidate for Iowa House  
of Representatives in 23rd 
District, 2002 
 
Political views:
Cooper would like to further 
attract people to the state of Iowa, 
believes in attaching “the money 
to the student” when it comes to 
education and supports the legal-
ization of marijuana.
Lisa 
Heddens 
 
Political party: 
Democrat 
 
Family: 
Husband — Jeff 
Two children — 
Makenzie and Paul 
 
Alma Mater: Iowa State (B.S.) 
 
Iowa House of  
Representatives: 46th District 
 
Political experience:
Heddens has served in the Iowa 
House of Representatives since 
2002 for the 46th District. She is a 
ranking member of the Health and 
Human Services Appropriations 
Subcommittee and serves on 
the Appropriations, Economic 
Growth, Human Resources and 
the Veterans Affairs committees. 
 
Political views:
Heddens supports keeping  
college education affordable.
Dane 
Nealson 
 
Political party: 
Republican 
 
Alma mater: 
Iowa State 
 
Iowa House of 
Representatives: 
45th District 
 
Political experience:
Nealson has never previously 
run for office. 
 
Political views:
Nealson wants to lower taxes 
and regulations on small busi-
nesses, create a more diverse job 
market to keep Iowa graduates 
within the state and balance the 
budget.
Beth 
Wessel-
Kroeschell 
 
Political party: 
Democrat 
 
Family: Husband 
— Tom Kroeschell. 
Two children —  
Liza and Robbie 
 
Alma Mater: Northern Iowa 
(B.A.), Iowa State (M.P.A.). 
 
Iowa House of 
Representatives: 45th District 
 
Political experience:
Wessel-Kroeschell has served 
four terms in the Iowa House  
of Representatives since 2005.  
She is a ranking member of the 
Human Resources Committee 
and serves on the Environmental 
Protection, Judiciary, and 
Health and Human Services 
Appropriations committees. 
 
Political views:
Wessel-Kroeschell wants to 
provide funding for public educa-
tion for grades K-12, community 
colleges and universities. 
She would like to strengthen 
environmental protections, 
believes in same-sex marriage and 
the right to access of birth control 
and health care.
Stephen 
Quist 
 
Political party: 
Republican 
 
Education:  
Current student  
at Iowa State 
 
Iowa House of 
Representatives: 46th District 
 
Political experience:
Quist has never previously run 
for office. 
 
Political views:
Quist would like to work to 
find a way to lower student debt 
and create a stable budget for 
the universities. He would like 
to encourage the creation of new 
jobs and lower corporate taxes and 
regulations on businesses.
county auditor
Wayne E. Clinton 
 
Political party: Democrat
Clinton is currently the chairman of the Story County Board of Supervisors, a position  
which he also held in 2003, ‘06, ‘07, ‘09, ‘10 and ‘11. He was first elected onto the Board of 
Supervisors in 2000.
Paul H. Fitzgerald 
 
Political party: Democrat
 
Fitzgerald is the current Story County Sheriff.
county sheriff
county Board of supervisors
The county auditor prepares and certifies tax levies, maintains financial records, acts as the clerk to the Board of Supervisors, acts as commissioner of elections and keeps real estate transfer records.
Lucy Martin 
Political party: Democrat
Martin became the deputy county auditor for real estate in 2004. In 2011 she became the 
Story County auditor and commissioner of elections. She would like to increase voter efficiency 
through technology and have  “transparent government services.”
The Board of Supervisors is made up of three members. They are responsible for approving bonds and reports, the county budget administration, the county policy administration, economic develop-
ment, filling employee vacancies and setting the county tax levy.
Lauris Olson 
 
Political party: Nominated by petition
Olson would like to restructure the Story County Board of Supervisors into a five “part-time” 
member board instead of the three “full-time” members. She would also like to create economic 
growth and incentives for small businesses.
The sheriff helps to ensure that public safety is maintained. They help to provide courthouse security, operating the county jail and performing civil procedures.
Ames polling places
 ■ Ames 1st Ward 1st Precinct
State Forest Nursery, 2404 S. Duff Ave.
 ■ Ames 1st Ward 2nd Precinct
University Baptist Church, 2400 Mortensen Parkway
 ■ Ames 1st Ward 3rd Precinct
Human Services Center, 126 S. Kellogg Ave.
 ■ Ames 1st Ward 4th Precinct
Ames Public Library, Auditorium, 515 Douglas Ave.
 ■ Ames 1st Ward 5h Precinct
Heartland Baptist Church, 3504 Grand Ave.
 ■ Ames 2nd Ward 1st Precinct
Frederiksen Court, Hawthorn Cafe, ISU Campus
 ■ Ames 2nd Ward 2nd Precinct
Bethesda Lutheran Church, 1517 Northwestern Ave.
 ■ Ames 2nd Ward 3rd Precinct
St. Cecilia Catholic Church, room 537, 2900 Hoover Ave.
 ■ Ames 2nd Ward 4th Precinct
Somerset Clubhouse, 2400 Aspen Road
 ■ Ames 2nd Ward 5th Precinct
Stonebrook Community Church, 3611 Eisenhower Ave.
 ■ Ames 3rd Ward 1st Precinct
Oakwood Road Church, 2400 Oakwood Road
 ■ Ames 3rd Ward 2nd Precinct
Willow Creek Church of the Open Bible, 1114 South Dakota Ave. 
 ■ Ames 3rd Ward 3rd Precinct
Collegiate United Methodist Church, 2622 Lincoln Way
 ■ Ames 3rd Ward 4th Precinct
Actors Building, 120 Abraham Drive
 ■ Ames 3rd Ward 5th Precinct
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, 209 Colorado Ave.
 ■ Ames 4th Ward 1st Precinct
Memorial Lutheran Church, 2228 Lincoln Way
 ■ Ames 4th Ward 2nd Precinct
Maple Hall, Conference Room M01B, ISU Campus
 ■ Ames 4th Ward 3rd Precinct
Union Drive Community Center, Room 136, ISU Campus
 ■ Ames 4th Ward 4th Precinct
Collegiate Presbyterian Church, 159 Sheldon Ave.
 ■ Ames 4th Ward 5th Precinct
Trinity Christian Reformed Church, 3626 Ontario St.
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in Politics, explains the 
Electoral College gives the in-
dividual states a role in elect-
ing a president.
“It maintains a federal sys-
tem,” Hennings said. “That 
was a key concern of our 
Founding Fathers when they 
were coming up with our new 
governing system. How do we 
balance states’ rights and pow-
ers, as well as national rights 
and powers? ... What this does 
is it incorporates a role for the 
states in a way that a simple 
national vote would not.”
A criticism of the Electoral 
College is that by not having a 
national vote decide the presi-
dency, the will of the American 
people is not reflected in the 
outcome of the election. 
An example of this would 
be the 2000 presidential race 
between Republican George 
W. Bush and Democrat Al 
Gore, when Gore won the 
popular vote, but Bush won the 
electoral vote.
That election further left 
a bitter taste in the mouth of 
those who would argue that 
Gore would have won the 
presidency had he requested a 
recount in Florida. 
The effort required to per-
form a recount in one state 
is challenging in the current 
system of voting via Electoral 
College, but Hennings believes 
a recount in a direct election 
would be difficult.
“Let’s imagine that we did 
elect the president directly 
without any other system in 
place but the direct vote by 
the population,” Hennings 
said. Imagine a recount. How 
would that work? ... Thinking 
in terms of maintaining the 
integrity of our elections, it 
would be quite difficult to do a 
recount when it comes to that 
direct popular vote.”
Having the Electoral 
College instead of a direct vote 
also helps in the way a candi-
date campaigns for president.
As the state with the first 
caucus, Iowa is barraged with 
president hopefuls from the 
beginning of the election pro-
cess. Without the Electoral 
College, Iowa wouldn’t receive 
as much attention from politi-
cians, since it is not a larger 
state, in terms of population. 
The Electoral College 
requires candidates to ap-
peal to the nation as a whole 
instead of focusing on large, 
populous states.
“What that means is that 
the presidential candidates 
can’t just focus on one particu-
lar region, one populous area 
with a homogenous popula-
tion,” Hennings said. “Instead, 
it does require an appeal to 
a broader base. Preferably, 
the candidates appeal to the 
nation.”
Without the Electoral 
College, the argument is that 
larger states would be unbal-
anced in terms of power. An 
argument for the Electoral 
College is that it divides the 
balance of power among the 
states. The distribution of 
power reflects the checks and 
balances system the Founding 
Fathers strongly were inter-
ested in for the future of the 
United States when construct-
ing the Constitution.
“You want to be sure there 
shouldn’t be an excess of 
power, so you diffuse power 
between the national govern-
ment and the states,” Dobbs 
said. “You also diffuse national 
power between the executive 
branch, the legislative branch 
and the judicial branch; they’re 
independent of each other.”
Iowa has a winner-take-
all system, which means the 
popular vote awards on victor 
all the electoral votes. 
For example, if Republican 
Mitt Romney received the 
popular vote in Iowa, all seven 
of Iowa’s electoral votes would 
go toward Romney. 
Most states and the 
District of Columbia follow 
this rule with the exceptions 
being Nebraska and Maine, 
have a proportional system. 
By rule, the electors cannot 
be senators or house members 
and are usually party loyalists 
or state-elected officials.
spread their “No Wiggins” 
campaign through major me-
dia outlets in Iowa and online. 
However, their message 
to rid the judiciary system of 
activist judges has met much 
opposition.
Many believe this cam-
paign is adding too much po-
litical influence into the judi-
ciary system, a place where it 
does not belong.
Warren Blumenfeld, asso-
ciate professor at Iowa State, 
said: “I fault the entire process. 
The judicial system should be 
apolitical.”
Blumenfeld believes that 
with people’s vote determin-
ing the job retention of the ju-
dicial branch, courts will begin 
to make decisions based on 
popular opinion rather than 
upholding the state constitu-
tion and protecting minorities.
“Human and civil rights 
must not be up for popular 
vote,” Blumenfeld said.
Many are comparing the 
Varnum v. Brien case to the 
famous Brown v. Board of 
Education. 
Blumenfeld stated that if 
it had been up to popular vote, 
separate but equal would have 
stayed intact, and the same 
can be said about the decision 
to legalize same-sex marriage 
in Iowa.
Blumenfeld is strongly 
against the campaign put forth 
by Iowans for Freedom and 
The Family Leader.
“They paint Justice 
Wiggins as some radical ex-
tremist,” he said. Blumenfeld 
also said he disapproves of the 
“scare and snare” tactics.
This issue of judicial reten-
tion in the upcoming election 
will come down to people’s 
opinions about what role the 
judiciary branch should play 
in our government and the in-
fluence they believe the public 
should have within it.
The three other Supreme 
Court justices on the ballot 
for retention this election are 
Edward Mansfield, Thomas D. 
Waterman and Bruce B. Zager. 
All three are the new Supreme 
Court Justices put in place af-
ter the 2010 elections.
 ■ Straight Party Voting
In the middle box on the far left side of the 
ballot, the voter will find a box titled “Straight 
Party Voting.” Only fill in this box if you want 
to vote for one party within the partisan of-
fices, which includes federal, state and county 
offices.
If you choose to vote a straight party ticket, you 
will not need to fill in any of the bubbles until 
you reach the “Nonpartisan Offices” on the 
right side of the ballot. If you do not want to 
vote all one party, do not fill in this section.
 ■ Federal offices
The federal offices include president and vice 
president, as well as the U.S. representative 
office for the 4th District.
If you choose to vote a straight party ticket,  
you do not need to vote in these sections.
 ■ State offices
Ames citizens that are voting in the 1st and 3rd 
precincts will vote for the candidates running 
for the House of Representatives 45th District.
Ames citizens that are voting in the 2nd and 4th 
precincts will vote for the candidates running 
for the House of Representatives 46th District.
If you choose to vote a straight party ticket,  
you do not need to vote in this section.
 ■ County Board of Supervisors
The Board of Supervisors is made up of  
three members. They are responsible for  
approving bonds and reports; overseeing  
the county budget administration, the county 
policy administration and economic develop-
ment; filling employee vacancies and setting 
the county tax levy.
If you choose to vote a straight party ticket,  
you do not need to vote in this section.
 ■ County auditor
The county auditor prepares and certifies tax 
levies, maintains financial records, acts as the 
clerk to the Board of Supervisors, acts as com-
missioner of elections and keeps real estate 
transfer records.
If you choose to vote a straight party ticket,  
you do not need to vote in this section.
 ■ County sheriff
The sheriff helps to ensure public safety is 
maintained. They help to provide courthouse 
security, operating the county jail and perform-
ing civil procedures.
If you choose to vote a straight party ticket,  
you do not need to vote in this section.
 ■ Nonpartisan offices
These offices are not party based, so if you 
voted as a straight party ticket, you will still 
need to vote in this section.
County public hospital trustee
The board of public hospital trustees is made 
up of seven people who are elected in stag-
gered six-year terms. The board is responsible 
for overseeing the operations of Story County 
medical centers.
 ■ Soil and water conservation  
district commissioner
Soil and water conservation district commis-
sioners serve four-year terms and work to 
address the natural resource issues that are 
specific to their districts.
 ■ County agriculture extension  
council member
Council members serve four year terms.  
They are responsible for planning, prepar- 
ation, marketing and delivery of extension 
educational programs within the county.
 ■ Judicial ballot
The judicial ballot is found on the backside  
of the ballot. 
Judges are up for retention when they reach 
the end of their term. They do not run against 
another individual but are retained if they 
receive a majority of “yes” votes.
There are judges up for retention within  
the Iowa Supreme Court, Court of Appeals  
and District Court (both judges and asso- 
ciate judges).
This section is also nonpartisan based. You will 
need to fill out this section even if you choose 
to vote as a straight party ticket.
be a part of determining the future.”
Meines’ logic falls in step with what Maguire 
said Rock the Vote tries to encourage voters to 
do, which is to vote with the future in mind.
The fact that students are casting their ballot 
in Iowa is something to bear in mind as well.
“We are a really, really close state [politi-
cally], which means that the vote ... in Iowa has 
a nontrivial chance of deciding the election,” 
Peterson said. “We elect both parties relatively 
equally, and that puts us right in the middle. ... 
This year, more than most years, what happens 
on this campus and how well students turn out 
and who they turn out voting for could have a 
greater influence than they have in the past.”
In a state that has made a point of having less 
restrictive voter ID rules and a brief voter reg-
istration process, young voters have been given 
the opportunity to build a habit that could stay 
with them the entirety of their lives.
“Whether or not you voice your opinion, or 
you inform yourself in what the government’s 
doing, the government’s going to move forward 
anyway, with or without you,” Maguire said. 
“They’re going to still create legislation that af-
fects your life, with or without you.”
Bystrom said. “This time around, they are at-
tacking his performance, particularly around 
the economy and health care.”
Bystrom said the economy is an important 
issue in any campaign. 
She said voters might have noticed more 
ads focusing on gas prices and war as they re-
late to the economy in 2008, but in 2012 they 
may see more ads focusing on the bailout.
Bystrom went on to say Romney ads at-
tacking Obama focus on what the president 
carried out in his first term in office.
Schmidt shared these sentiments, say-
ing that in 2008, Obama was seen as having 
little experience after spending only two years 
in the Senate. He said Obama was able to 
convince voters Bush had gotten the United 
States into an unnecessary and very expen-
sive war in Iraq.
“[In 2012,] Obama is the incumbent and 
can be blamed — rightly or not — for the cur-
rent troubles of the country,” Schmidt said. 
“He is being blamed for the lack of security at 
the U.S. consulate in Libya that killed four dip-
lomats. The attacks on him are also that he is 
too socially liberal, pro-abortion and pro-gay 
marriage.”
Ritland said that while she did not get to 
watch the first two debates of the 2012 cycle, 
she caught most of the third debate and was 
surprised by the content.
“I had heard talk that the debate was sup-
posed to focus on foreign policy,” Ritland said. 
“But in the debate, Obama and Romney kept 
coming back to education and other poli-
cies like health care. Particularly women and 
health care.” 
Ritland said she also noticed the structure 
of each candidate’s rhetoric. 
“Rather than telling their side, they at-
tack the opposite side,” she said. “It is very 
partisan.”
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Preparation
Ballot breakdown
 ■ This portion of  the bal-
lot will differ depending 
on ward. The 1st and 
3rd wards will vote for 
the 45th District, the 
2nd and 4th wards for 
the 46th District.
